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Article Review: Teacher-Student Relationship
Summary of the article
The article “Effects of Teacher-Student relationships: Social and Academic outcomes of Low-Income Middle and High School students” is authored by Emily Gallagher. The article was published in 2018 with the NYU Steinhardt, department of applied psychology. 
This article examines the impacts of teacher-student relationships from the social context. Gallagher explains how positive and negative teacher-student relationships can affect their social lives. For instance, she argues that when a student forms a positive relationship with the teacher, he or she is able to enjoy the privileges that come with the relationship. For example, through the bond between the teacher and the student, the teacher can provide a supportive classroom environment in which the student can engage in academically and become socially productive (Gallagher, 2018). She further asserts that positive teacher-student relationships can help the student succeed in various aspects due to the presence of closeness, warmth and positivity (Gallagher, 2018). 
Further, Gallagher explains that students from low-income urban schools can benefit significantly from positive teacher-student relationships even more than the students from high-income schools. The author believes that this positive relationship can be significant to the student’s life because the relationship will help the student avoid the risks associated with poverty. Some of the risks she cites that are associated with poverty include “high rates of high school dropout, lower rates of college applications, low self-efficacy and low self-confidence” (Gallagher, 2018, p. 3).
This article is organized into two main sections; the academic effects and the social effects. Under the academic outcomes, Gallagher explains the educational impacts associated with the teacher-student relationships. According to Gallagher (2018), teacher-student relationships play a significant role in the students’ transition from elementary to middle school or middle to high school. Using examples to explain the scenarios, Gallagher argues that teacher-student relationships can help the student improve his or her academic outcome, especially for low-income students. In one of the examples, Gallagher cites that students who participated in the intervention significantly recorded improved GPA over the course months of the study. 
While explaining the social impacts, Gallagher demonstrates that teacher-student relationships are significant to the social outcomes. According to the author, the teacher serves as a great source of social capital for the students. Therefore, the social capital of a classroom is defined with respect to the teacher-student relationship. Some of the social benefits associated with teacher-student relationships include peer acceptance of the students. According to Gallagher, the teacher’s interactions with the learners can influence the other students’ perception of an individual student. This, according to Gallagher (2018), can influence the students’ peer group selection. 
Critique
Well, in my opinion about the teacher-student relationships is that students may have the freedom and legal space to make their choices to whoever they want to interact with, especially when he or she is over the 18 years that recognizes them as adults, but I do not support the teacher-student relationships. I think that when a student is involved in a relationship with the teacher, it is difficult for him or her to concentrate on the academic responsibilities. Gallagher (2018) argues that the teacher’s interaction with the students in the class can have an influence on the student’s selection on the peer groups they want to join. I agree with this, but I do not think that belong to a certain peer group will affect someone’s social aspects. Yes, to some extent, the peer group may have a significant impact on the student’s life, but I do not think that whether a student has no group to belong to will make him or her differences with the rest of the student. 
In fact, I think that the majority of the peer groups in schools are not constructive, but to some extent, they contribute to the failure of the student. As Zarra (2016) explains, teacher-student relationships are inappropriate. For instance, when a student wants to join a peer group, where students are engaged in all sorts of negative behaviors like drug dealing and early sexual interactions, the interaction in this case contributes the failure of the student because he or she will spend most time thinking of things that are not contributing to the academic performance. I think that the main purpose of going to school is not creating a social life, but to acquire knowledge.
[bookmark: _GoBack] I agree that along the course of schooling, the student can learn various things that can contribute to their social lives, but primarily, students go to school to acquire skills in a certain area that can help them succeed in life later after schooling. Someone may argue that social life is also important to the student. Yes, I agree that the social life is also important, but most of the activities young people engage in with the claim that they are exploring their social life are significantly contributing to their destructive social lives in future. I agree with Gallagher that students require some of the social life skills and values such as self-esteem and self-efficacy. However, I disagree that these values can be obtained from them being in a relationship with the teacher. I believe that the teacher’s role is to help the student and guide them through the school work. This role comes with boundaries; that is why there is the teacher profession code of conduct and ethics, which highlights where the boundary of the teacher should reach. Zarra (2016) argues that inappropriate teacher-student relationships occur when someone crosses his or her boundary. According to Zarra (2016), students are mostly vulnerable because the teachers cross their professional boundaries. I think that any relationship, other than the relationship aimed at helping the child succeed academically, is unethical and should not be accepted.
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